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COMING SEASON
IN REAL E

Wide Range of Opinic
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Priced Houses.S

One is liable to hear quite a wide range j
of opinions when the prospects for the
coming: season in the real estate business
re under discussion. There are those
who speak with much confidence about
the building: that is going to be done when
the weather becomes more settled, while
there are others who are inclined to be
somewhat pessimistic and declare that the
amount of work to be done in that particularwill show perhaps a falling off as

compared with last season.
There is, of course, a middle ground on

tliis as on all questions, and those occupyingthe latter position believe that there
will be activity of a moderate degree, for
the reason that the demand for houses
is such as to makg It necessary for some

new ones to be erected in order to keep
the supply up to that level. The ten-»* """-co ttHll ho t a lff»on qnmp-
uruv/i ui I uuioci «/v w «»*. v r .

what ahead of such a level and in that
event the tide of building will be naturallymuch larger.

The Season's Outlook.
During the winter months there has been

quite a good deal done, the open weather
not interfering with outside work, so that
if builders had many contracts on hand
more has been accomplished than is
usual at that season of the year. Of
course, the slow progress o£ recovery
from the financial panic which marks the
business in general of the country exerts
an influence in this city as well as elsewhere,and the volume of activities of all
sorts has been smaller than would otherwisehave been the case.

It is expected the general recovery will
continue throughout the country during
the coming months and the course of affairsin this city will feel such a change.
3n addition, however, to such a stimulus
there will be the natural activity growingout of what might be called the local
demand, which is nothing more or less
than providing the facilities called for by
a growing population.

Need for Small Houses.
It is probable that people will continue

to come to Washington to reside and in
that event they will want houses to live
in and in supplying such a demand the
market for ground and for hou.-es will
continue active. Besides that, there is
never a time when there are enough
houses of a moderaie cost and that can
be had also at a moderate rental. The
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to be a perpetual one.
This Is not due to the fat t that it is

not known, for all men who are engaged;
in the business of building houses' fully
realize there is practically no limit to the
demand for houses renting for about ?15
or less. At tne same time they acknowledgethey cannot build such houses with
any prospect of making any money. For
ilie most part they attribute this to the
high pri«-e of the land, and they also
claim that when they go out from the
center to where cheaper land can be
secured then the people who are aide to
live in only such houses refuse to follow
them, as they want their homes to be,
within easy reach of tl>e ifiain points of
the city.

Municipal Undertaking.
The problem of the proper housing of

this class of the population, when studied
In its practical phases, leads men to the
conclusion that the only way is for the
public to supply the funds by which
house? < an be built and upon which only
a small return on money can be expectedthe latter not being large enough
to compote w:th current income-producing
opportunities. In oU-or words, the small
house or the stnal! rent in t'ne city properjs recognized as a municipal undertakiug.
Such, in general, is the conclusion

reached by the housing commission appointedby the last administration and
which studied the situation In tins city.
l>0.,o I. e I
' * iii< .-uji|i4v IM nviii^vn inn IIK
at a small cost. tar situation in this city
rloes not differ from that in most other
cities of this country, fr.r the reason
that the demand for u central locality oh
the part of those who are only able to
lease houses of this character is directly
opposed to the requirements of such propertyfor a suitable return based upon curtentvalues.

Building in the Suburbs.
It is too early in the year to expect to

find much interest on the part of the
public in suburban real estate. Still
there is something being done with
property of that class even at this seasonbefore the graso grows and the leaves
come out. It Is supposed that the vernal
Influences which are deemed to affect the
blood of the average person each year has
something to do with the attention which
appears to be directed toward the outlyingsections of the city as soon as the
winter begins to go.
Whatever the reasons, and they are not

altogether seasonal, there is going to be
a number of new house* erected in differentportions of the suburbs during the
coming season. In such localities the speculativebuilder has not as yet made his
appearance, at least not to any extent,
it is in such places that one sees the
methods followed that were formerly the
only ones in use in the city proper, and
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. Demand forLowuburbanRealty.

that is each householder buys the lot
where he wants his home and then arrangesto build his house. ,

Not in One Direction. i
The ready-made house awaiting the i>ur- jchaser is not ordinarily found in such lo- M

calitles, although there are instances \\
where houses have been built for sale and [4
found purchasers just the same as if they
had been nearer the center of the city. 5
There are some people who have a no-

tion that the entire realty market is cen- __

tered in one direction from the city.AVhile the expanse of ground that v
stretches northward and westward from f
what has become the principal .business
and residence portion of the city appears
to be claiming all the attention, still that
is by no means a correct view of the actualsituation. A tract of land has recentlybeen purchased adjoining the sub- S
division of Capitol Heights, which lies wjat the bounds of the District and south
of the line of East Capitol street extend-
ed. tri

Everybody a Home Owner. ^
It is expected that the lots will be taken gCby people who want to be where they can r0

have plenty room about the house where
they live, and what is of more conse- f0
quence, where the prices are such that th
they will be able to look forward with fie
confidence to being able In tlie near future
to pay for their homes from the savings st
of a limited income. The projectors of
t.i.o nun priiw are rue Virginia capitalistswho have recently acquired large tracts ot
of land between Georgia avenue, or 8''
Brightwood avenue, and 16th street. of
But that Is not the only opportunity ot

tl»e sort either in that particular locality 'a
or in others, as a great feature of the *n
realty market here is these very chances "
for those of narrow means to find their p0
way to the substantial footing of real es- St
tate owners, and more especially home
owners. It is no exaggeration to say that
the range of choice in the realty market! '

here is as wide as the tastes and the -pmeans of all possible purchasers.
Hotel Building Wanted. ao

It is the purpose of the company that
now leases tlie building of the Metro- W(politan Hotel, at the northwest corner th
of Pennsylvania avenue and 6th street, ni
to get a location farther uptown, as it [°
is termed, or, rather, farther to the ...

west. The lease on the property ex- ,.0p.ires tills year, and after that date f0the hotel will go into other man- aagoinent, a+id the present company hopes rato tie in the way of having a building orerected for its use in the western busi- rPness portion of the city. orThe idea of the management is to f,jcater to what is known as the patron- m
age of the commercial men. bf

Sale of a House. li}
The real estate corporation of Boss & st

Phelps lias sold premises 1010 Park ar
road northwest for II. D. Smythe. The
house contains nine rooms and bath,
and Is heated by hot water, and the
prtcc pain was about S5.500. The purjchaser will occupy the house as a resi-
deru <*.

A 16th Street Home.
( round I.as been broken on the east side

of 16th street between Tv and I. streets for:
the erection of a residence for Alts. Candee.It is to be a four-story structure
thirty feet front, wirh a stucco finish, jThe house has been designed by Nathan
Wyeth. architect, and in its general treatmentwill follow the style of the French
renaissance.

Skinning Live Snakes.
l-'roiu Popular >I«vhnnir.«.
Very few of the people who are the

proud possessors of belts, pocket books,
card cases and numerous other articles
of snakeskin realize tHe agony that the
demand of civilization for fads has meant
to tie original owners of the material
from which these articles fire made.

It Is difficult to skin a dead snake, aitd
the skin Is often spoiled in the course ot
the operation, while, on the other hand, i
It is a simple matter to skin a live snake,
and the skin thus gained is worth much
more. Dead snakes bring from 2 to 3
tents, according to their size, and live
ones from 25 cents to »1.
One of the largest snakeskin companieslias factories in Sumatra. When a

snake is received from a hunter It is
seized adroitly by an operator, one hand
squeezing the neck and the other holding
the tail. It Is then attached by the neck
to the trunk of a palm tree, an assistant
holding It by the tail. With the point of
a knife the operator cuts the skin Just
below the head and, pulling with all his
strength, peels it from the writhing reptileIn the same way that a woman peels
a pair of gloves from her hand. While
this is taking place the assistant holds
the body as rigid as possible.

Imaginative Childhood.
From the Indies' Field.
The nine lives of a cat pale Into Insignificancebefore the multiplicity of lives

which a child of quite normal imagina- 3
tion will live through in twenty-four
hours.
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RESIDENCES OF MESSRS. ECKER

EARLY LANDOWNERS.
.j.

rhat part of the city lying north of
street, between 7th and 11th streets,

iien the land was being laid out for
e Capital city, wag Included in the
acts of Robert Peter and Samuel Blodt.Though skirted by 7th street, which
is virtually part of the road to Mont

merycounty, and traversed by the old
ad from Georgetown to Bladensburg. it
owed no sign of improvement until the
rties, and then very slowly. North of
e head of 11tli street a small stream
wed in a southwesterly direction to

1^. M M «-> r. 1, .,1,1^,1, 1.. r.«Wtl.
pruj uiaii* ii, v\ iin n i dixit- 111 ai cm

rest, and along the banks was some
. amp land. Early In the last century
me land was in cultivation, but much

it was covered with a dense scrub
owtli, and it was regarded as a part
the "slashes." Though unappreciated

om a rral estate standpoint, it was a

vorite hunting ground for sportsmen,
la'.l game being found in abundance.
was also a paradise for boys who

mght adventure in the labyrlnthian
owth.

+
* *

This section was cut by 8tli, Oth, 10th.
1", V and W streets and Vermont

enue into twenty squares, Nos. 302 to
3, :t:tO to .134, 3.17 to 3(12. 303, 394, 4Id
id 417, and about 175 building lots p!atd.it was long before individual lots
?re flisposed of and for that matter even
e lines of the squares were not recogzed,for when the ground was suitable
r working in crops the owner, if be
need in the street, was not molestedlienIn 1802 the lots were listed by the
rporation for taxation half a cent a
ot was the figure set, but shortly after
sixth or eighth of a cent was the

.te for most of it. On 7th street the
jginal rate was 3 cents, but this was
duced to one-eighth of a cent. By 1810
le-fourth of a cent was the uniform
jure, and at that time the only improveentwas a leuant house in square 357,
'tween W. 10th and Boundary streets,
bed to Thomas Peters for $1.50.
In tiie square between S, T. 7th and 8tli
reets, No. 417, twelve lots were platted
id in 179H assigned to Mr. Blodgci. In
hi those went to Benjamin Stoddert et
., six years after to Ft'. S. Hockley. Forty
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- AND LUDLUM, CONNECTICUT A1
LANE, CHEVY CHASE, MD.

years after Henry Johnson became the
owner. The square north, between 7th,
8th, T and Boundary streets, 6f five lots,
in 1708 was divided, the United States
taking two lots and Mr. Blodget the
others. The latter were conveyed to

I Stoddert et at. in 1891 and to Mr. Beckleyin 1807. The United States lots were
bought by H. Johnson in 1842, and he
bought the remainder of the,square five
years later.
Square 893, between 8th, 9th, T and

Boundary streets, of ten lots, in 1798 was
apportioned, Mr. Blodget getting title to
four, Robert Peter and the United States
each to seven. Those of Blodget went to
Stoddert et al.. and afterward to Berkley.
In 1830 N. Frye took title to the Peter
lots. Thonias Corcoran in 1843 bought
the Blodget lots and two years later R.
A. Waters. Manning and W. O. Force
each owned a lot. On the east side of
the square was a stream from which some
sand was taken for corporation work, but
the water encroaching on both front and
rear of the lot, it is related, the lot owner
ditched and diverted the stream and embarkedin the sand business.

*
* *

square netween s, r. mn and 9th
streets, has but little old history; Its
twelve lots having1 been vested In the
United States in 1798 and title being unchangeduntil its purchase in 1843 by G.
W. Utermehle, who later improved the
9th street front with a row of dwellings.
Between 9th, 10th, S and T streets,

square 362, of twenty lots, was assigned
in 1790 to the government and title was
retained till Peter Force bought in 1843.
No. 301. between T. 1" and 9th streets
and Vermont avenue, of fourteen lots. In
1798 was divided, six lots going to Robert
Peter, four to S. Blodget and four to
the United States. In ls«l Rtoddert et al.
were interested; in 1KU7 Kzra Varden ownedthe east front, four lots, which in 1S27
went to William Dernlng. Thomas Peter
in 1812 took those assigned to his father,
which lie conveyed to Col. Bomford. In
1830 Thomas Crown had lots on 10 h street,
and four years after the lot at T and 9th
streets.
Between U street, Vermont avenue and

the Boundary, square 300, the four lots
were vested in the United States in 179
and title was unchanged until 184.">. when
bought by Tliomag Corcoran. No. 339, betweenVermont avenue. U. V and 10th
streets, of five lots, has the same history.
No. 338, between I'. V. 10th and Boundary
streets and Vermont avenue, came in1
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FENTJE NORTH OF BRADLEY

possession of the Farmers and Mechanics'Bank In 1833. after having passed
from Robert to David Peter. Between
V, 10th and Boundary streets, square 357,
of one lot, had the same history, till 1835,
when It was bought tyy Charles Gordon.

*
*4 7

Between 10th and S streets and Vermont
avenue, square 334, of two lots, was
apportioned to 3. Biodget in 1700. In 1*07
it was bought by James Matthews and
in 1822 by W. J. McCormlek. The
triangle called square ... of 334. one lot
In 1799 was vested tn the United States
and in 1844 Col. Peter Force had title.
Betvreen Vermont avenue. 10th, 11th, T
and U streets the twelve lots of square
333 in 1790 were vested In the government
and In 1844 was bought by John W.
Maury. No. 332, between U, V. 10th and
11th streets, eight lots, was owned by the
United States until 1845. when Daniel
Gold bought them. TV. H. Gannlll, John
Purdy and TV. Foster each bought a
lot and James Frye two lots. No. 831,
north of the above, of eight lots, vested
in Robert Peter, in 179G went in possession
of the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank.
Between 10th, 11th, TV and Boundary
streets, square 330. of one lot, remained
in the name of Peter until 1844, when the
Farmers and Mechanics' Bank took title.
On the latter souaro the Johnson family.

of which James Johnson, ex-lioutenant of i

police, survives, was the earliest settler '

and the only settler for some years, but <
In the fifties there were additions, Henry 1
Woods among them. i

JAMES CROGGOX. !
1

| Chinese Pheasants Freeze to Death. j! From the Eugene Register. )
A. C. Travis, who has a ranch near Irv- 1

Ing, says seven Chinese pheasants, four J
roosters and three hens, have taken up
their abode with Ills chickens about the
barn and are getting as good treatment
as his domestic fowls. He says he scat- '
tered seven bushels of wheat about the {

place for them and the quails to live on.
He also reported counting 192 of the

pheasants lying in the snow in coining
from Ills place to town. The pheasants,
especially the roosters, had a hard time

i of It during the cold and snow. Their
I long tails accumulated snow, which melticd with the warmth of their bodies and
then froze into chunks of ice and became
so heavy that with their steering apparatusout of commission they simply

' lay in the snow and froze or starved to
death.
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PATTERSON STREET, WEST OF C
CHASI

SALES OF SUBUR
FOR SUBDI\

Properties Thus Acquire
Unimproved or Resol<

Are Rapidly Built
ture to City See

In recent days it lias not been neeesarj-for people to come to this city
ither to learn about the opportunities for
iie investment of money in real estate
>r actually to make such an investment,
t can all be done by mail. Through cirularsand advertisements in the local
tewspapers throughout the country tae
ittention of the public is tailed to buildngsites and to lots in subdivisions in
he vicinity of the city.
Considerable areas of land have been
lisposed of in this way. But the houses
hat have been put up have been front
he money furnished by men who live
>ere and who have invested in huildinfr
ites for the purpose of providing homes
or themselves and .their families. For
he most part the other buyers have taken
he property mainly as a speculation,
rusting that in the appreciation of values
hey would be able to turn over the lots
it a good profit.

Improvements Move Rapidly.
In proportion to the entire amount of
and that has been laid out In building
ots In and near this city, there is d
turprisingly small amount marketed in
his fashion, or else, if this occurred in the
Irst instance, the ground ha3 passed into
ither hands and the work of improvement
las set in. There are but few instances
)f properties which are today mere
stretches of commons showing the faint
narks of streets that have been fur

owedout by the plough some time be'orewhen the acreage land was turned
nto building lots.
The rule has prevailed here, with alnostno exceptions, that actual scttlenentlias followed closely on the wake

if any land movement. As soon as the
ots were ready for house building such
mprovements have been made, and while
n some cases building operations have
talted and stopped, or gone on with snail
jace. still there has always been in these
subdivisions, as they are called, evidences
Tom the outsel that they were intended
o provide home sites, and concrete eximplesare not wanting of the kind and
style of house suited to the neighborhood.

But Few Failures.
The spectacle of unimproved land that

las once been under the plow and the
shovel of the maker of suburban sublivisions,showing: after an interval of
/ ears no signs of a house, and, what is
vorsc, showing all the dispiriting eondiionsof an enterprise that started out
:o accomplish something and halted beroreit had achieved, is not a common
>ne in this locality.
The market here lias been so good that

t has not been necessary to go fur
iticld in searclt of customers. The Pittanceswhere subdivisions have been
nerely exploited arc easily distinguish»d.Such are eases where the lots are
n the hands of out-of-town owners, who
lave no interest in the property except
o sell the lots they have and get back
is much of their money as is possible
It has also happened that ihe advance
»f the city lias come up to the property,
ind the demand lias been such that the
nerc speculative holders among the
property owners have been displaced bv
ictual builders, so that at last the localtybegins to take on the prosperous aptesraneethat originally existed mainly
n the imaginations of tliose who sold
lie lots in the first instance.

Confidence in the Future.
An important consideration that makes
he market here attractive to outsiders
s tli© widespread confidence which aplOfontl../> « I«-»* - * »-» tl.ic
i««ii iiii^ tit. iiiio ' vuiiii j i rid ii V *;

o the future of this city. Of course,
lome might he inclined to sneer at the
udgnient of those who are attracted by
t proposition to buy a lot for a couple
if hundred dollars on the installment
>lan of one dollar down and one dollar
>er month until paid. While that has
>een the general stjle of some schemes
>f this character, at the same time men
if affairs have been induced to go Into
lyndicate operations here by buying up
racts of land of greater or less size and
or the purpose of retailing them out,
ind also in some cases of making iniirovements.
To float a scheme of the latter sort it

3, of course, necessary to convince those
iho put in their cash ttiat there is
ource alone. At the same time such a
onclusion can only bo reached by show-!
ns the condition of the market here and
lie need for additional building sites, as
rell as for more houses. In other words,
he growth of the city must be deminstrated,as well an the prospect of the
uture in this particular. The grounds
or faith in this city are most easily
hown by a visit, so promoters of enerprisesof this character say.

City and Country.
Then it is pointed out that the advancelentof the city to a large extent has
ept progress in the past and will conInuein the future with that of the naon.As the country grows so the city
,111 grow is a favorite saying, and is
ne that rests on experience as well as
oo.l iudicnient. It is also a truth that
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ONNECTICUT AVENUE, CHEVY
!, D. C.

BAN LANDS .

VISION PURPOSES

d Rarely Allowed to Lie
J for Speculation, But
T T_ D.'~L*. U..
vjpun. ungiu i. u:nby Outsiders.

men of good business Ideas who are
customed to make Investments when they
look over this, city appear to see farther,
into the future, or. at any rate, they
have more confidence. In the future than
many who have been acquainted here
all their lives, so that It has come to
be a saying' that a great deal of the
money made in property lias gone Into
tlie pockets of those who are comparative
strangers in the city.
There is. of course, a measure of truth

in that notion, but it is only partial,
as a good list could be made out of residentswho have grown rich from this
cause alone. At the same time audi a
view shows the estimate of Washington
realty on the part of people away fromhere,and also illustrates somewhat the
extent of the Interest and the attention

,given to this city by people In all portionsof the country.

REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS.
FIFTEENTH STREET SOUTHEAST betweenA and B streets.Herman R.

Howensteln et ux. to Emma Schmulovitz,lot 4.1, square 1070; $10.
142 R STREET NORTHEAST-Ezra R.

Frost to Helen M. Bostwick, lot ,

block 0. West Eckington; *187.50.
C STREET NORTHEAST between 1st

and 2d streets.Granville M. Weeks et
ux. to Cyrus W. ^liaw, west half lot
2, square 724: $1.*

j MOORE & BARBOUR'S SECOND ADDITION.JamesMartin et ux. to CatherineA. MeDickle, lot 84. block 5; $lO.
112 C STREET NORTHWEST.Ellen Watersto Cora P. Gaskins, lot G. square

574: Sib.
FLORIDA AVENUE between 4th and 5th

streets northeast.Allen C. Clark et
ux. to Charles B. Brookes, lots 25, 28,
3». square » »»: $10.

ELEVENTH STREET NORTHWEST betweenT and U streets.Ann E. W.
Coulter to Elizabeth II. Lloyd, lot 22
and part lot 21, square 353; $10.

INTEREST.Frank H. Cox et ux. to licr.
bert F. Cox, one-third interest In estateof Reuben Cox: Sib.

O STREET NORTHWEST between North '

Capitol and 1st streets.Thomas C.
Smith to A. D, Smith, lots I, 2, 3,
square 017; $10.

17 K STREET NORTHWEST.Mary
Brooks to Maty V. Brooks, part lot 2.
squarfe 021: $10.

WASHINGTON 11EIGlfTS.Robert W.
Baker et ttx. to Bates Warren, lot 11,
hltck 7: $10.

FOUH-AND-A-HALF STREET? SOUTHWESTbetween B and C streets.David
Rothschild, assignee, to Nellie R. May,I part original lot 10, square 5-31; $3,000.

SOUTH PINEHURST.South Pinehurst
Company to Nettle S. Hoeknian, lot 7,
O..I.O e« biHU- Will
rnjuai < . ^ iv.

COL.TOMAN PARK.C. E. Frailey et aL,
trustees, i<> Jessie Overton, lot 40: Slo.

.'J040 TO STREET NORTHWEST.Frank s.
Collins to Joana It. Nttzel, lot '-«i,
square south of 101; $10.

MASSACHUSETTS A\ lvSl'K NORTHWESTbetween 14th and loth streets
(the Massachusetts apartments*.HenriettaM. Halliday to William H. Van
Vleck, lot 4. snare -IT.; $10. William
IT. Van Vleck et ux. convey sanio
property to National Savings and
Trust Company; $ln.

U STREET NORTHWEST between Kith
and 17tli streets.Oeorge Howard et
a 1.; trustees, to Henrietta M Halliday.original lot «, square 175; $1".

MATTINOLY TRACT.Harry It. Willson,et al. to William S. Hiu.in, lot
13*. square tik.'lO; Sin.

j SIXTEENTH STREET NORTHWEST
between IT and V streets.Oeorge I..
I». A. <'e Oeofroy et al. to Henrietta
M Halliday, original lot 10, square
175; $lo.

\V STREET NORTHWEST between
1 *!Ui on.l 1 ttli ulroolo I I.-
J "HI I Al V* -» * » I »JVI vvt a J I 14*

Woodyard to John T. Meany, lot 1
square 235: flu.

RICHMOND PARK AND CI-KVKhANII
PARK.Northwest Washing! :>i» ImprovementCompany ct al. to Ali< 9
Jlogue, lots 7t> and 8m. snutto "_o<;.*,;
*10.

MT. PTjKASAN'T AND I'DMASA VP
I'DAINS.Harry Wardman ci a! to
David B. Mtirdock, jr., lot 19*1; flo.
David B. Murdock jr., curve/.i same
property to James H. Jennings; *io. ,

WASHINGTON HEIGHTS.William II.
Jennings, et al., to Harry War lnau
and Tliotnas P. Bones, lot 1 'I, hloi 1c

$10.

The Craze for Furs.
From the Queen.
At no period in the history of human

attire did we wear ftir to the extent tnat
we do at present. Your third-best chat

womanarrives "with the milk" in a.
sumptuous tie of prairie rat; llie youngesthope from "the paper shop at the
corner" attends Sunday school in t\ nut
might once have been a lamb's tail. We
ourselves wear fur morning, noon and
night.

Birth Notice.
From Lippinrott's. ^ ,

The dispatches announce a new arrival
at the house of Mrs. Buckeye State. It la
evident that the mother of Presidents
does not believe in race suicide. Said
arrival is reported to be very large for
his ago.

. - J


